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‘that - ::umnnmmmﬁ_w Faithful von:m%m of
_offensive’ inciderits for which ‘M Zola ‘has found-the new name of

LR

i “Naturalism® . This  is caricature but also characteristic. ‘Second,;

- “there was a specialized application of a version of natural selection,
© .- as in-Social Darwinism, to struggle and conflict in-human relatic -
ships: ‘true naturalism, which seeks out those poinits in life wheré the

. great conflicts occur’ (Strindberg, Preface to Lady Julie; 1888). From
each of these tendencies; but also from the older and more funda-:
mental denial of supernaturalism, there was a conservative réaction

which has continued, though often HEEERE_ to Emcmsnn nzcnm—
uses of naturalism as a term,

However, these uses ‘combined with the serisé om n_nnm:aa and:
accurate - observation - ‘coming “through" ‘both" from - g&om_nm.

naturalistm and from the older serise of natural. There was a com
plicated and often’ confused interaction between naturalism mna
“REALISM (q.v.). In painting ‘especially, naturalism and the ne

mC19 naturalistic were used to describe not oamw close observation
but detailed ‘repreduction’ of natural objects: ‘our modern school 6f

naturalistic landscape painters’.. The real complication’is that, sub

sequently, further studies of nature and of human- natire, in-what

were still in the older sense wholly naturalist terms; discovere
processes and effects which were either not E:un&m:wmw available to

visual observation “or -not - representable in “static: external’

appearances. The thrust of what had been naturalism fournd other

- narnes for its processes and its methods, and naturalism itself was

increasingly specialized to-a style of accurate external representation

That is what the term how primarily mears;: but -because of ‘the’
Sspecialization several crucial parts of the original arguments: rm<m..
been left behind. One of the results is that various IDEALIST {(g.v.).
and supernaturalist versions of nature -and ‘of man have drawn’
apparent (and confusing) ~support ' from . artistic - methods’
(émpressionism, expressionism and the like) Which; in a broader view,
can be seen as continuing, often quite &_,nnnw and -explicitly,  the
original naturalist impulse. At the same time ‘there has been an
interaction of naturalism  with - EMPIRICISM* and “MATERIALISM -

(qq.v.) in which the crucial ‘argument - affecting the sense - of
naturalism (with some support from - envirormental ‘methods 'in

description and explanation) has been abotit the relation between mr.n :

.O:&: ...ﬂvn noEEmﬁQ of nzm :58&: nsngu»rm_ﬁ is: m 42% Ecnw ..
tmore Emmn:: Soa Emu Eomn o», its nE._.nE uses wcmmnmﬁ

..mnn ..mooro@w mEEEQr zﬁ,mw;Emz z»acwm H.ommﬁﬁmﬂ.
.wm>5mz... .

Zb,ﬁcwm

:.ZEE.@.; ﬁn_&mnm ﬂrn ‘most noEﬁ_nx ﬁoa in- En _mnm_._mmn Ttis

relatively easy to distinguish three areas of meaning: (i) the essential
quality “and character -of something; (i) ‘the inherent force which

- -directs either ‘the’ world ‘or humian beitigs or both; (ii1) ‘the material -
world itself, taken as'including or not including humian beings; Yet it

1§ évident that within (ii) and QEV Eocwr the ‘area of referénce is-
broadly - clear, ‘precise: “meanings -are variable and ‘at times even

.ogowmn_. The historical anqn_cvama of the word throwgh these three-
senses isi .:nvo_.ﬁm:r but it is also significant that all three’ mmamnw. and
..En.BmE variations and altérnatives within the two most Em__nc: om

them, are still active and widespread in 8:85@032 usage, .

“Nature comes from fw nature, oF and #atura, L, from a root E..
the past _um..zn_m_o of nasci, L'=to b born (from which also’ derive -
nation, native, innate, ¢tc.). Its earliest sense, as in off ard L, was (1
the essential character and quality of something. Natureé is thus one’
of “several " important words, ‘including “culiure, which' began as
descriptions of a quality or process, immediately defined by a specific -

. reference; but ‘later became independent nouns. The" relevant’ L.

phrase for the developed meanings is narura revum = the nature of

" things, which- already in some L uses was shortened to natura = the

constitution of the world. In English sense (i) is from C13, sense (i)

“from C14,.sense (iii) from C17, though there was an essential con-:

tinuity ‘and in senses (ii) and {iii) considerable overlap from C16. It is

~-usually not difficilt to distinguish (i) from (ii) and (iii); Eannm : 5...
omm: rngm_ mna E mmmﬂ not nc:nnm in nnmaEm . :
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" In‘a state of rude nature there i no such thing as a people ... The
©iidea of a people .. . is wholly artificial; and made, like ail other
“ ' legal fictions, by common agreement. What the particular nature
o .0f that agreement was, is collected from the form into which th

..._.ﬁmnmnﬁm_. society has been cast. . I

" Here, in Burke, there is a problem about the first use of nature but -
no problem — indeed it hardly seems the same word — about the"
“second (sense (i)) use. Nevertheless, the connection and distinction |
between senses (i), (ii) and (iii) have sometimes to be made very con-
@i gcious, The common phrase human nature, for example, which is
Tl often crucial in important kinds of argument, can contain, without.

clearly demonstrating it, any of the three main senses and indeed the

main variations and alternatives. There is a relatively neutral use'in”
sense (i): that it is an essential quality and characteristic of human -
“beings to do something (though the something that is specified may of
course be controversial). But in many uses the descriptive (and hence
verifiable or falsifiable) character of sénse (i) is less prominent than'’
the very different kind of statement which depends on sense (i}, the -
directing inherent force, or one of the variants of serse (iii), a fixed

-property of the material world, in this case ‘nateral man’,

- What has also o be noticed in the relation between sense (i) and
senses (ii) and (iii) is, more generally, that sense (i), by defirition,.is a

specific singular ~ the nature of something, whereas sénses (i) and

(iii), in almost all their uses, are abstract singulars = the nature of all”

things having become singular nature or Nature. The abstract

.o 0 singular is of course now conventional, but it has a precisé histor
~ Sense {ii) developed from sénse (i), and became abstract, because::
- what was being sought was a single universal ‘essential quality or:

*character’. This -is ‘structuraily -and historically cognate with the
" emergence of God from a god or the gods. Abstract Nature, the

‘essential inherent force, was thus formed by the assumption of a
single prime cause, even when it was counterposed, in controversy, to-
- the more explicitly abstract singular cause or force God. This has its,
i effect as far as sense {iii), when reference to the whole material world, -
. and therefore to a multiplicity of things and creatires, can carry an
- assumiption of something common to all of them: either {a) the bare:
~“fact of their existence, which is neutral, or, at least as commonly, (b}

. the generalization of 4 common® quality ‘which is drawh upon for

~effects on meén. - R e e
~+As might be"expected, in matters of such fundamental difficulty,
“the concept of nature was usually in practice much wider and more

statements of the type, uw.sm:w explicitly sense (iii), ...Zmﬂ.._ww showsus
= that .. This reduction-of -a muitiplicity to ‘a singularity, by the
. structure and history of the critical word, is the, curiously, compat-

ible either with the assertion of 2 common quality, which the singilar -
sense - suits, of “with . the "general  or 'specific: démonstration * of .

. Em,wnmnmmm..wnnwc&nm the implicit ‘or explicit denial of a common
~effective” quality, which the .singular form “yet often manages - to

.....o.oﬁ&n.. S e e e o
. .Any full history of the uses of nature would be a history of a large -
-+ part of buman thought. (For an important outline, see Lovejoy.) But

it is possible to indicate’ some of the critical tises and changes. There
isy first, the very early and surprisingly persistent personification of
singular.Nature: Nature the goddess; ‘nature herself’” This singular

- ‘personification is critically different from what are now called ‘nature

gods’ or - ‘nature - spirits’ ‘mythical - personifications of particular

u.»::.u_ forces..‘Nature herself is at one extreme a literal goddess,’a -
- ‘universal directing power, and at ‘another extreme (very difficult to -

distinguish from some non-religious singular uses) an dmorphous bt

. still all-powerful creative and shaping force. The associated ‘Mother
- Nature’ is at this end of the religious and mythical specteum. There is
~then::great -complexity  wheri . this -kind - of singular religious or

mythical abstraction has to coexist, as it were, with another singular’

: .m.:._uoéﬁ.m:_ force;, namely a: .Bosomw&wan :God. Tt 'was orthodox in- .
- medieval European belief to use both singular absolutes but to define -
+God as primary dnd Nature as his minister or deputy. But there was
@ recurrent ‘tendency ;to see Nature in another way, as an' absolute
monarch: It-is obviously difficult to separate this from thé goddess or”
- the minister, but the concept was especially used to express a sense of
fatalism rather than of providence: The emphasis was on the power
~of natural ‘forces, and on ' the apparently arbitrary ‘or :¢apricious -

occasional exercise of these powers, with inevitable; ofien destructive

various than any of the specific definitions. There was then a practice -
of shifting-use, as in Shakespeare’s Lear: IR S

~Allow not nature more than nature needs,

_‘Man’s life’s as cheap as beast’s . ;'
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_ -~ This was ' the. decisive emergénce of sense (iii):- nature as the

IS - one daughter TR
~~Who redeems nature from the general curse: - -
Which twain have brought her 1o0. - S

" material iolm. But the emphasis on &%cﬁﬁdﬁ—uﬁ S

' Natureand Nature’slaws lay hid in night;
~ - Godsaid, Let Newton be! and all was light! (Pope) ~

_** That natiiré, which contems its origin,

.~ Cannot be border’d ceftainin itself ... -
o0 All shaking thunder o
" Crack nature’s moulds, all germens spill at once,
- 'That make ungrateful man oo b e a0

.= led fo a commion identification of Nature with Reason: the object of
~observation with the mode of obsetvation. This provided a basis for a-
- significant vatiation, in which' Nature was contrasted with what had

_been made of man,:or what man had made of himself, A ‘staté of

‘nature’ could ‘be- contrasted - sometimes. pessimistically ‘but more

“often ‘optimistically and ¢ven programmatically — with as -existing -
state of society. The ‘state of nature’, and the niewly personified idea .
‘of Nature, then played «critical roles- in arguments about; first, an

Obsolete or_corrupt society, needing redemption-and repewal, and,
--second, an ‘artificial’ or ‘mechanical’ society, which learning from

Nature must cure. Broadly, these ‘two phases were the: Enlighten-
~:ment and 'the . Romantic movemnent. The senises can readily  be
distinguished, but there was often ‘a"good deal of .oﬁim.%?w. “The -
emphasis ‘on law gave a philosophical basis for conceiving an ideal -
society. The emphasis on an inherent original power — a new version
-of the much older idea = gave ‘a basis for actual regenerition; or, -
“where regeneration seemed impossible or ‘was too long delayed, an -
alternative source for belief in'the goodness of life and of humanity;".

... Hear, nature hear; dear goddess, hear .. -

" In these examples there is a range’ of meanings: from nature as the

primitive condition’ before  human society; through the sense of an

original intiocence from- which there has been'a fall and a curse,
_requiring redemption; through the special sense of a quality of birth;
-as in the rootword; through again asense of the forms and moulds of -
‘nature which can' yet; paradoxically, be destroyed by the natural -
force of thunder; to-that simple and persistent form of the goddess,
" Nature herself. This complexity of meaning is possible in a dramatic
rather than an expository mode, What can be seen as an uncertainty
was also a tension: nature was at ‘once innocent; unprovided, sure,
unsure, fruitful, destructive, a pure force and tainted and ‘cursed.
The real complexity of natural processes has been rendered by a com:
plexity within the singular term, =0y e s S
* .. There was then, especially from eC17, a critical argument about"
the observation and understanding of nature. It could seem wrong to
inquire into the workings of an absolute monarch; or of a'minister of -
- God. But a formula was arrived at: to understand the creation was to
praise the creator, seeing absolute power through contingent works
In practice the formula became lip-service and-was' thén forgotten
Paralleling political changes, nature was altéred fromi-an absolute to-
a constitutional monarch, with a new kind of emphasis -on natural
laws. Nature, in C18 -and C19, was often in éfféct personified as a°
constitutional lawyer. The laws came from somewhére, and this wds
. variously but often indifferently defined; most practical attention was’
~ given to interpreting and classifying’ the laws, making predictions-
' from precedents, discovering ‘or reviving forgotten statutes, and
" -above all shaping new laws from new cases: nature not as an inherent.
72 and shaping force but as an accumulation and classification of cases.”

ascounterweight or as-soldce against a harsh ‘world’. © 0 o
- Each of these conceptions of Nature was significantly static: a set -
of laws = ‘the constitation of the ‘world, or an inherent, universal,
primary but dlso recurient force — évident in the ‘beauties of nature’ -
and in the ‘hearts of men’, teaching a singular goodness. Each of -
these concepts, but' especially ‘the lattér, has retained ‘curtency.
Indeed orie of the most powerful uses of nature, sirice 1C18, has been
.. in this selective serise of goodness and innocence. Natare has méant -
.the “countryside’, the “unspoiled places’, plants and creatires other -
Hrmn man.-The use is especially curretit in contrasts between town .
-and country: nature is what man has not made, though if he made it
- long enough ago = ‘a hedgerow or a desert it will usually be
included as natural. Nature-fover and nature poetey date from -
hisphase. -0 e
- But there was one further powerful personification yet to come:
‘nature as the goddess, the minister, the monarch, the Hméwm..n or the
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. source of original innocence ‘was joined by nature the sélective

“breeder: natural selection; and the ‘ruthless’ compétition apparently

~~“inherent in it, were made the-basis for seeing nature as both -
‘" “historical and active. Nature siill indeed had laws, but they were the -
7 laws of survival and extinction: species rose and flourished, decayed

‘and died. The extraordinary accumulation of knowledge about actual

777+ evolutionary “processes, and -about ‘the highly - variable relations
- between organisms - and - -their .-environments - including other
. organisms, was-again, astonishingly; generalized to a singular name.
. Nature was doing this and this to species. There was then an expan-
sion of variable forms of the newly scientific generalization: ‘Nature -
~teaches .7, ‘Nature shows s that:;.." In the actual record what

was taught or shown ranged from inherent and itievitable bitter com-
“petition to"inherent mutuality or co-operatioil. Numierous natural
- ‘examples could be selected to support any of these vérsions: aggres-

sion, property, parasitism, symbiosis, co-opération have  all been

demonstrated, justified and projected into” sdcial ideas by :selective

- statements-of this form, normally cast’ as depetident ‘ori ‘a singular
Nature even while the facts of variation and variability wére being -

collected and used. - - R e
‘The complexity of the word is hardly surprising, given the funda-

mental importance of the -processes 1o’ which it refers. But since -

nature is 2 word which carries, over a very long period, many of the
major variations of human thought — often, in any particular use,
“only implicitly yet with :powerful effect on the ‘character of the
~‘argument — it is necessary to be especially aware of its difficulty.” -

‘See  COUNTRY, CULTURE, ECOLOGY, EVOLUTION, EXPLOITATION,

‘NATURALISM, SCIENCE o . IR

g it __o_w_uuz_;_w R

‘looking

- The use of ordinary in such expressions as ‘ordinary people’ has'a
- curious “history and-implication. For ordinary came into English,
- from C14, fw ordinarie, oF; ordinarius, mL, tw ordo, L = order and
- suffix arius, L pertaining 1o, as an expression of formal designation or -
- authority, as-now in the related ordination and ordinance. Tt 'was -

comirionly applied to persons ‘able to act ‘in" their ‘own right’,~in

- ecclesiastical ‘and legal affairs, and was extended to whole classes of

.am&mnm._.ﬁm .o..mwnmumm. It was also used -to describe appointed regular
forms, in liturgy ot instruction. The undeérlying sense of somethirg

..aoﬁm..g. rule or ‘authority was extended, not at first “in .any con-
...:w&.nn.o@ way, to"something. done by custom:’ Along one line, an -
-ordinary developed the sense of ‘an’eating-house with fixed-price
‘meals, and in this and other more . general ‘ways different social -
-implications began to gather around the adjective,: v o o

- ‘The clearest examiples of an ﬁ:.mmgcwwc_n...m.anmwkng_«wam explicit

ideas of social superiority and inferiority, come in C18: ‘éxpréssions, -
uch as . even the worst and ordinariest People in the Street would

motuse’ {Defoe; - 1756); ‘excessively - awkward - and ‘ordinary’
(Chesterfield, 1741). ‘Ordinary peoplé’ is ‘also in Chesterfield: ‘rost

womien and all the ordinary people in'gerieral speak in open defiance

: ...o.m. all m«miimm C 741). This is the moment of separation between the
correct Of STANDARD {(q.v.), ' which in earlier periods could have been

cxpressed by ordinary, and COMMON (q.v.) or customary usage. This -
sefise -has ¢ontinuéd, as-in- somee uses of such phrases as ‘ordinary
ooking’.-or  ‘very ordinary looking’, but of course the developed -
sense of the expected, the regular, the customary has ‘also persisted,

strongly. Thus ‘ordinary people’ can’ be used to express 4 social -

attitude or prejudice in effectively opposite ways. ‘What ordinary




